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Another year has passed and many thanks to all who were able to attend the 
AGM Weekend.  My report on the year is included in this newsletter and its 
sheer size reflects just a little of the activities undertaken by members and the 
volunteer officers of this Society. 
The weekend went well and it was encouraging to gauge the enthusiasm 
and support shown by the members.  Many had travelled long distances, 
either singly or en famille and their attendance was much appreciated. While the rationale 
of the Society is still centred on the importance of Cornish engineering and its preservation, 
it receives invitations from many sources.  The council has thought that opportunities could 
be taken to unite members at other gatherings and one is mentioned in this newsletter 
under the heading of óIA, The BigStuffô.   
Such gatherings provide the opportunities for members to travel, socialise and share in 
the experiences of others involved in Europeôs industrial archaeology.  After all, Cornwall is 
a significant part of that IA and that is endorsed by our World Heritage Status.  We will be 
interested to see how the invitation to field trips in the Ruhr District from the Deutsches 
Bergbau-Museum Bochum are taken up. 
As usual, a great deal of time was spent at the AGM voicing concerns about volunteer 
staffing levels.  A number of suggestions were made from the floor and the registration of 
such concern over the future operation of this Society is comforting; now all we want is 
people! 

 
Philip M Hosken 
 
 
 

I believe this is the largest newsletter issued by the Society, and certainly by me. Thanks 
are in order, to all those that have sent me contributions to this and previous editions. 
Congratulations are also due to John Woodward, the custodian of the Puffing Devil, who 
was the successful candidate voted to represent the Conservative Party in the 
Camborne Redruth Hayle Constituency at the next General Election. He received over 
50% of the votes and will now stand as the PPC at the next General Election for this area. 
If he succeeds, I think he should be delivered to the doors of Westminster aboard the 
Puffing Devil. That should bring Central London to a standstill! 
The Society offers congratulations to member Nicholas Johnson, Cornwall County 
Archaeologist, on being awarded the MBE in the Queenôs birthday honours list. 
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conducting those numerous field trips.  
I just feel that it is a shame that certain 
individuals and one in particular, feel they 
always have to complain about something. 
We all know that certain posts within the 
Society are hard to fill, and these are done 
by other members as and when they have 
the time to do them.  
I do feel that the vast majority of our 
membership appreciates the hard work that 
is done for the Society. Not just by 
committee members either as I have seen 
some of what goes on behind the scenes 
by many other individuals. I am thinking of 
the manning of the tent and steaming of the 
Trevithick replica at shows amongst many 
other tasks. Please accept my thanks for 
another great year.  

 
Ron Flaxman 
 
 
Dear Editor,  

 
British Mining No. 29: Cape Cornwall Mine 

review by Allen Buckley 
 
I would like to thank Allen Buckley for his 
review of my recent publication on Cape 
Cornwall Mine. Allen asked a number of 
questions and I would like to take these up.  
The manuscript for this publication was 
completed nearly a decade ago (although 
new material was added subsequently) and 
was offered to the Northern Mines 
Research Society at a time when the 
Trevithick Societyôs publications had 
stopped, the Publications Officer (Vernon 
Baldry) being ill and there being no 
replacement for him. The offer of the 
manuscript was only taken up two years 
ago and, as it had been offered, could not 
be retracted. The missing pages were a 
surprise! The proof manuscript (pdf file) 
was complete however the version which 
was printed does not appear to be the file 
which I proof-read, all very unfortunate but 
something I had no control over. The 
closures of the mine were unequivocal ï 
there were insufficient reserves and 
prospects to keep the mine operating, 
either in its own right in 1875 or as part of 
the expended St Just United sett in 1883. 
The economic and social background to the 

Dear Editor, 
 
Information on cast iron toilets wanted.  

 
1. Some time ago I found some 

pieces of a cast iron toilet in 
Kerrier District Councils Yard at 
Pool. They were painted green. 
Can anyone remember a cast iron 
toilet in the Camborne - Redruth 
area - perhaps in a public park?  

2. The Scottish Ironwork group has 
discovered a record of a cast iron 
gentleman's toilet in Ferry Road, 
Devonport. Does anyone know if it 
is extant? Or, what happened to it?  

 
Members help on these would be 
appreciated.  
 
Thank You 
 
John Ferguson 
JackRosina@aol.com 

 
 
Dear Editor, 

 
I have an old portable desk-top drawing 
board, A1 size (650mm/25ò x 920mm/36ò), 
melamine faced with a parallel motion rule. 
Itôs a bit tatty round the edges, but fully 
working, and I will be glad to pass it on to 
anyone who would find it useful. 

 
Michael Thorn 
Helston, 
01326 569961 

 
 
Dear Editor, 

 
AGM WEEKEND  

 
Once again a very successful weekend 
has been conducted, culminating with a 
delicious dinner at The Lowenac Hotel in 
Camborne. I would like to give a word of 
thanks to all those hard working officers of 
the Society who made the weekend so 
enjoyable, and especially Kingsley for 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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metal markets is of course extremely 
complicated and analyses have changed 
over the years. However, as noted above, 
the manuscript is essentially a decade old 
and based on older thinking; mea culpa. 
Finally, I should like to point out, before 
Kenneth Brown has a heart attack, that 
Allenôs statement that Cape Cornwall Mine 
had five engine houses is completely 
erroneous. Only two of the houses around 
Priest Cove had been part of Cape 
Cornwall Mine, the other three from St Just 
Amalgamated and all five subsequently 
owned by St Just United Mine. 

 
Pete Joseph 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
Every year, during the winter months, the 
members of the Harlington Locomotive 
Society enjoy a programme of discussion, 
films, slides and presentations from visiting 
speakers, among whom this year was Mr 
K. Rickard, who entertained us on March 
8th. He spoke about the Trevithick Society 
and the aims and activities in Cornwall and 
elsewhere. We, as makers of live steam 
model locomotives, found his description of 
the replica self-propelled road loco. of 
particular interest. 
I, personally, thought his talk was the 
most entertaining of the winter season, and 
I hope he will come along again some time 
in the future. 
During the break for tea, I handed him a 
copy of a treatise on Cuddenbeake Manor 
and the cottages in Quay Road, St. 
Germans, prepared by a young friend of 
mine who lives in one of them, Laurence 
Thrift. St. Germans Quay tramway passed 
under the road near his house and its 
certain purpose remains unknown. The 
manor was demolished to make way for St. 
Germans station and yard. 
We are all very grateful for an interesting 
evening last March. Thank you Kingsley 
Rickard. 

 
Dave Riches. 
Soc. Sec. 
www.harlingtonlocomotivesociety.org.uk 
 

David Jenkin was brought up in the 
shadow of the Holman No 1 Works and 
attended Roskear School, gaining a 
scholarship to Truro School. 
He achieved A-levels in chemistry and 
geology at Cornwall Technical College and 

joined the Assay 
Laboratory at South 
Crofty.  He attended 
CSM and gained a 
diploma in Assaying 
and Applied 
Geochemistry.   
With the late Clive 
Carter, another 
Camborne lad, he toured Ireland on a solo 
motorcycle. 
He married Juliet in 1964 and they moved 
to London so that he could work in the 
Geochemical Group at the Royal School of 
Mines.  Overseas mining called and he 
went to Guyana and then as a metallurgist 
in Honduras where he learnt Spanish. 
He was approached by Holman Bros and 
appointed manager of their Central and 
South America territory.  He subsequently 
worked in Angola, Portugal and Sierra 
Leone where he sadly contracted cerebral 
malaria. David then braved the following 
ten years that ended with a church full of 
his family and the friends he had made 
around the world. 
David, a dearly beloved family man well 
known for his wit and opinions, leaves 
Juliet, Vyvyan, Melanie, four grandchildren 
and a host of nieces and nephews.  They, 
and the Cornish organisations of which he 
was a member, will all miss him dearly. 
The family will kindly share the donations 
in lieu of flowers between Macmillan 
Cancer Support and the Trevithick Society.  
P.M.H. 

RICHARD DAVID JENKIN  
1942-2007 
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PROGRAMME NEWS 
 

July 2  ï 14 
 
The Society will be mounting a Holman Exhibition at the Cornwall Centre, 
Redruth.  It would be useful to have volunteers to caretake at the exhibition. 
Technical knowledge is not required. Ring the chatline 01209 716811. 

 
July 20 
 
Memberôs Evening. Vacancies exist for members to enthuse for twenty 
minutes on a subject of their choice. Ring the chatline 01209 716811, with 
suggestions or queries.  

 
July 21 
 
This Field Trip is advertised as ñown transportò. There will now be a coach 
from Wheal Martyn China Clay Museum. Meet at 10am. as shown on your 
programme card. 

 
August 7  ï September 1 
 
The Society will be mounting an exhibition under the title ñExtractive 
Industries of Cornwallò in conjunction with Cornwall County Council at the 
Cornwall Centre at Redruth.  

 
September 14 
 
An additional meeting has been booked for Friday, 14th September at the 
Opie Building, Cornwall College at 7pm. This will be ñThe Restoration of the 
Lady Evelyn Waterwheel at Laxey, Isle of Manò and will be an illustrated 
lecture by Pete Geddes the Project Engineer. 
Readers will recall that the Society owned the Gawns Wheel, a fifty foot 
diameter waterwheel given to us by English China Clays, and which for 
many years lay in a Mid Wales museum pending re-erection. The wheel was 
originally made for the Laxey Mines on the Isle of Man, then came to 
Cornwall and is now back in working order at Laxey. The story of its journey 
and of its restoration is a fascinating one of determination and perseverance. 

 
October 19 
 
Due to circumstances beyond our control the lecture for October 19th has 
had to be changed. The replacement presentation will be ñMining in the 
Northern Penninesò. Many thanks to member Colin Short for standing in.  
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Jim Hodge died at his home in Penzance 
aged 87 years. He was born in St. Austell 
and educated at St. Austell County School 
and St. Johnôs College, Cambridge, where 
he read mechanical sciences. 
He immediately joined Power Jets (PJ) 
Ltd. in 1941, and worked with Sir Frank 
Whittle, the inventor of the jet engine. From 
1945 to 1948 he worked as a design 
engineer in the gas turbine department of 
English Electric, in Rugby, and also as a 
scientific officer at the Atomic Energy 
Research Establishment at Harwell, 
returning to Power Jets (R&D) until 1958 as 
a senior consultant and then chief engineer. 
During this period he was a visiting 
professor in mechanical engineering at 
Columbia University. In 1958 he returned to 
Cornwall to become engineering director 
and research director of Holman Bros. of 
Camborne until his retirement in 1974. He 
was also Reader in Engineering at Cornwall 
Technical College from 1971 until 1974. 
Jim was a member of the Cornish Engines 
Preservation Society, and when it was re-
named, the first Chairman of the Trevithick 
Society, from 1974 to 1976, then President 
until 1981. He was also a member of the 
Newcomen Society and the Tools & Trades 
History Society. In 1979 he was made a 

Bard of the Cornish Gorsedd, taking the 
name Ynjnor Ayr (Engineer of the Air). His 
publications included a number of technical 
papers and Richard Trevithick, (Shire 
Publications, 1973). 
For some years he was Hon. Treasurer, 
later President, of the Penlee branch of the 
RNLI, and in 1981 a trustee of the Penlee 
Disaster Fund following the loss of the 
Soloman Browne lifeboat. In 2006 he was 
made an Honorary Life Governor of the 
RNLI, the highest award for volunteers. 
He had many interests; music, 
photography, reading (he had an extensive 
library) and particularly gardening. He was 
a knowledgeable plantsman and enjoyed 
his extensive garden. 
Although confined to a wheelchair in 
recent times and unable to attend meetings 
he still took a great interest in the Trevithick 
Society and one great memory of Jim was 
the delight on his face when, in 2001, he 
was stationed in his wheelchair at the 
bottom of Camborne Hill to see the Puffing 
Devil preparing for its first attempt at the 
climb. 
Jim Hodge was a kind, modest and 
generous man, always ready to share his 
extensive knowledge, whether it be 
engineering history, technology, or 
gardening. 
He is survived by his wife and two 
daughters, and four grandchildren. 

 
The invitation to unveil a plaque 
commemorating the achievements of 

Richard Trevithick during the years that he 
lived and worked in Dartford prompted 
thoughts of a pilgrimage to the great 
engineerôs resting place.  As the event 
unfolded, I felt it became more of a 
missionary journey. 
Dartford, near the River Thames, has a 
rich history associated with shipping and 
the many industries that were connected to 
it by means of its waterway and 
engineering facilities.   
Trevithick joined John Hallôs extensive 
engineering complex in 1831 to work on a 
maritime reaction steam turbine engine.  It 

DARTFORD 2007 

JAMES HODGE, MA (Cantab), 
CEng, FIMechE, AFRAeS 

1920-2007 
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Friday evening.  It recalled the early days of 
steam power and the contribution made by 
Trevithick. 
Colin Wheeler from the Chatham Historic 
Dockyard Steam Society worked with 
Carole Picton of Dartford Borough Council 
to contact this society and arranged for two 
steam rollers, a 1908 Fowler and a 1906 
Aveling & Porter to attend the unveiling of 
the plaque.  They arrived by courtesy of 
Beck & Pollitzer Engineering Ltd with a 
gaggle of miniature locomotives to provide 
the unmistakable flavour of steam.  The 
savour of a Camborne Trevithick Day 
evoked much excitement amongst the 
crowds attending Dartford market. 
I was introduced by Dartfordôs powerful 
Town Crier and, following a brief 
explanation about the great engineer, the 
plaque was duly unveiled.  This was 
followed by the Mayor in all his finery 
saying a few words. 
Those involved in the ceremony enjoyed a 
buffet lunch in The Bull, although the 
cocktail pasties did contain carrot.  I was 
joined by Geoff Smith-Grogan, the 
Societyôs secretary and a number of civic 
dignitaries.  We then progressed through 
the market to the park where Terry Holland, 

was during the last three years of his life at 
Dartford that Trevithick, ever bubbling with 
ideas, thought of the 1,000 foot tower to 
commemorate the Reform Act.   
Today Dartford is a place with more 
history than obvious future and is smarting 
at the way it has been poorly treated by 
commercial interests over the past 30 
years.  While, like Camborne and Redruth, 
many of the upper storeys of its shop fronts 
still show signs of a more elegant, 
prosperous age, a lot of the business 
premises lie vacant or occupied by 
impecunious tenants.  A whole block that 
had been the Co-op for near a century has 
recently been vacated and lies idle.   
Tesco is planning to construct a large 
store in another block of the town.  The 
other major retailers have left Dartford for 
the mighty Bluewater, a park just outside 
the town that offers all the delights of 
retailing with its 13,000 free parking spaces 
(yes, thirteen thousand!).  
On the plus side, Dartford still has an 
ancient street market, a fine theatre and a 
large, delightful park.  Tescoôs plans to 
build a new road through the park have 
recently been thwarted.  It remains to be 
seen whether Tesco will acquiesce to the 
wishes of the people of Dartford.  
In the centre of Dartford stands 
The Bull Hotel. Once The Bull & 
George is now known as The 
Royal Victoria and Bull Hotel 
since receiving royal Victorian 
patronage.   Although the hotel 
has been extended and is 
currently being renovated, much 
of The Bull is in a time warp and 
should Trevithickôs ghost appear it 
would feel comfortably at home.  
The original courtyard still exists 
while balustrades and awkward 
staircases abound.   
In a large upstairs community 
room the smoke blackened 
frescos are almost indiscernible 
under years of grime.  There has 
been some spot cleaning in a few 
places to reveal their former 
splendour.  A convivial meeting in 
the room with a PowerPoint 
presentation was attended by 
about forty interested folk on the 
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about an unmarked grave is not borne out 
by Anthony Burtonôs research in which an 
elderly gent recalled accompanying his 
grandfather on visits to Trevithickôs grave. 
Dartford has a great past that includes a 
number of fine engineering achievements 
from those of Trevithick to continuous 
paper making, printing techniques and 
explosives.  Its culture spans the years 
from the letters of Jane Austen, thruô Hiram 
Maximôs 1894 steam plane to Sir Mick 
Jaggerôs school days.  
Dartfordôs obvious enthusiasm for steam 
and early industrial displays may herald the 
day when a procession of locomotives 
might rumble through their streets. 

 
P.M.H. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is my 
privilege to 
report some of 
the activities of 
this Society over 

the Worldôs 
7th 
Strongest 
Man and 
Dartfordôs 
current 
man of 
steel 

demonstrated his prowess by pulling a 
finely preserved Massey Ferguson of the 
Garden of England Vintage Tractor club.  I 
wondered what Trevithick might have done 
had there been Strong Man Competitions in 
his day. 
It was a fine day in the park and the 
people of Dartford enjoyed the displays of 
early engineering presented by the various 
enthusiastic societies.  I had the pleasant 
task of presenting commemorative brass 
plaques to all those who had so kindly 
brought along their engineering exhibits.  I 
particularly enjoyed the demonstration of a 
óWindermere kettleô. 
In addition to the new plaque on the front 
of the Bull, memorials commemorating 
Trevithick can be found at Holy Trinity 
Church, inside the Royal Victoria and Bull 
Hotel, on the railway station railings, at the 
St Edmundôs Pleasance cemetery, East Hill 
and in Wetherspoons restaurant in the 
town.  He is also depicted on a town centre 
mural that claims Dartford was óone town 
that changed the worldô, it may well have 
done. 
Trevithickôs last resting place is now a 
garden of remembrance with the remaining 
grave stones arranged around the walls 
and may trees in blossom.  There is little 
indigenous stone in the Dartford district.  
The stone used for memorials has 
weathered very badly.  The popular story 
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the past year.  Clearly, it will be impossible 
to tell you about all the hard work that has 
gone into achieving these successes.  
I must start on a sad note and recall that 
we have lost Clive Carter and Jim Hodge 
during the year.  The loss of Clive came as 
a considerable shock to both his family and 
this Society.  He was an exceedingly 
competent chairman and we will greatly 
miss his humour, advice and unique forms 
of encouragement.   
Jim Hodge has also passed away.  He 
was chairman and later president of this 
Society from 1961 during twenty of its 
important formative years.  Jim set very 
high standards and the Society is indebted 
to him for his input, devotion and guidance 
over those years. 
Today the Society is internationally known 
for its connections to one of the critical 
engineering and mining areas of the world.  
In recent years it has fallen to the Society to 
be the unifying force in the various 
celebrations connected to the bicentenary 
of Richard Trevithickôs various 
achievements. The media attention devoted 
to Trevithick has drawn attention to 
Cornwallôs remarkable industrial and mining 
past. 
It is now six years since this Society 
demonstrated its replica of Trevithickôs first 
successful locomotive and I feel it can claim 
credit for leading the fight to establish 
Trevithickôs rightful place in the engineering 
world.  It is now possible to go virtually 
anywhere in this country and find that 
Trevithick is acknowledged as the rightful 
father of the high pressure steam engine 
and the railway locomotive. 
This brings me to the present situation 
concerning our 2001 replica Camborne 
steam carriage.  I am delighted to advise 
you that John Woodward, one of the 
engineers involved in its construction, 
volunteered to carry out the first strip and 
overhaul of the locomotive.  He has also 
recruited a strong, able team to display the 
loco under steam. 
It is to the credit of John Sawle and his 
team that the original work was found to 
require very little attention and, after a 

thorough clean and repaint the loco 
appeared at the recent Trevithick Day.  It 
performed impeccably in the hands of its 
new crew and climbed Camborne Hill in 
fine style. 
I regret that the Society still has no official 
home for the locomotive where it can be on 
public view and can be seen by visitors to 
Cornwall.  Attempts by the developer to 
satisfy the local planning authorities 
concerning the development of the former 
Holmanôs Number 3 site in Camborne have 
stretched on for yet another year.  Only this 
week we have been working with a public 
relations company retained by the 
developer to put his case for the 
development of the site. 
I am sure you will agree with me that 
although we live a nomadic existence, 
linked by e-mail and telephone, and even 
living in a tent, the Society has a 
remarkably high standing in what is often a 
difficult world of industrial archaeology. 
One of the most rewarding aspects of the 
work we have undertaken in connection 
with Trevithick has been the interest shown 
by younger people and their schools.  We 
have given talks and received requests for 
further information.  It has been suggested 
that we form a junior Trevithick Society or 
club. 
I feel there is an opportunity here for 
someone in the Society with an educational 
background to carry this important work 
forward.   Our curator, Pete Joseph has 
prepared a junior explanatory pack for this 
purpose. So much has already been done.  
There are even tentative plans to create an 
animated Cornish mining village, similar in 
appearance to the successful Trumpton. 
Another sign connected to the recognition 
of Trevithickôs achievements has been the 
display of a blue plaque, which I had the 
honour of unveiling, on The Bull Hotel at 
Dartford where he died. 
Much of this recognition is due to the work 
undertaken by a few of our members.  In 
addition to the publication of learned books, 
this Society has also fulfilled its obligations 
as an educational charity by presenting 
many lectures to a variety of associations 
and institutions throughout Cornwall and 
over an increasing large area.  For 
instance, I gave a well attended lecture at 

CHAIRMANôS AGM REPORT 
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Dartford and, in recent months Kingsley 
Rickard has delivered several lectures in 
London.  I have been invited to talk at 
Colchester and the Universities of Cardiff 
and Bath.  I even gave four lectures in 
Australia before Christmas. 
I think this is a good moment to express 
my thanks and, on behalf of the 
membership, your thanks to Kingsley 
Rickard.  It is due to Kingsley that much of 
the Society that you know operates so 
smoothly. Those of you who have called 
him and got his answerphone know that he 
refers to his number as the óchat line for the 
Trevithick Societyô.  This leaves him open 
to all sorts of problems but he deals with 
them in a very competent manner.  
Kingsley is the centre pin around which this 
Society operates. 
Whilst I am sure that Kingsley enjoys his 
work for this Society we must not overlook 
the remark he made recently that he and 
some members are óstretched to the limitô 
by the amount of work they do. 
Kingsley has been this Societyôs 
programme secretary for many years and 
he is aware that the job could now be done 
better by someone else.  He and I know, 
from the phone calls we receive, that the 
position of programme secretary in many 
organisations is undertaken by a variety of 
people who have to be aware of potential 
speakers.  I would like this Society to have 
a new programme secretary within the next 
month.  Please either offer yourselves for 
this post or look amongst your friends for a 
suitable candidate. 
As this Society gains greater recognition 
for its expertise it is being required to go 
further a field.  During the last year small 
groups of members have undertaken two 
tasks in the Isle of Man, one connected to 
the Lady Evelyn Wheel, known better here 
as the Gawns Wheel, and an investigation 
into the islandôs former explosives industry.  
Another request was received from the 
Island of Sark to investigate its mining 
history.  All these visits were led by 
Kingsley Rickard. 
I think that we should embarrass Kingsley 
by giving him a round of applause for the 
work he has so competently undertakené 
An example of the enquiries we get is one 
from the Penwith District Council who are 

preparing to open the studio of the late 
Bernard Leach to the public.  We have 
been asked to examine the equipment and 
to ensure that it is in good, safe working 
order.  Our thanks are due to David Key for 
volunteering to undertake this work. 
This is the moment to congratulate 
Deborah Boden and her team who have 
worked so hard to acquire World Heritage 
Site status for the Cornwall and West 
Devon Mining Landscape.  Only last week 
(Mechtild Rossler) a representative of 
UNESCO presented the Duke of Cornwall 
with the inscription certificate at a 
ceremony in Cotehele House that some of 
us were privileged to attend.   
The land we love has now been 
acknowledged by UNESCO as having 
óoutstanding universal valueô and it satisfies 
our long-held desire for recognition.  That 
recognition has been accompanied with the 
establishment of a marketing strategy to 
make the very best of the assets around 
us.  We are likely to see some changes and 
I feel it would be wise for the Society to 
persuade someone with marketing 
experience to represent it during the 
coming meetings. 
You will shortly receive a report from our 
curator.  I would like, on behalf of you all, to 
thank Pete Joseph for the sheer devotion 
he has shown during the year under difficult 
circumstances.  He has continued to 
accrue, by one means or another, and 
document artefacts connected to the 
industrial archaeology of Cornwall.  The 
size of this inventory, stored at King 
Edward Mine and throughout Cornwall, is 
now almost painful. 
Today the government and many 
organisations have links with mainland 
Europe and this Society is no less.  Last 
October Pete Joseph and I attended the 
inaugural meeting in Belgium of E-FAITH, 
the European Federation of Associations of 
Industrial and Technical Heritage.  
Membership of this organisation gives this 
Society a link to a European group that, like 
us, is concerned with the whole spectrum 
of industrial archaeology in its area. 
Pete has also completed a very full and 
professional survey and report on the 
former Redruth Brewery site. It is on view in 
this room. This report has already become 
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a part of the history of Redruth and a copy 
has been purchased by the Urban 
Regeneration Company responsible for the 
recovery of the area.  An all-day 
consultative meeting on the area of the 
brewery was held by the URC this 
Thursday and I attended. 
The Society is involved, mainly through 
Kingsley Rickard who has arranged field 
trips and talks for the planners, with the 
regeneration of the Robinsonôs Shaft area 
at Pool.  The intention is to create a central 
ógatewayô in Cornwall to the World Heritage 
Mining Landscape.  The outcome will 
depend upon Kerrier District Council 
winning the necessary Heritage Lottery 
funding. 
This Society is anxious is to improve its 
representation in east Cornwall where it 
has tended to lapse in recent years.  We 
feel that our objectives will be well served 
by liaising with an established heritage 
organisation in the area.  Following 
research into the matter we have, this 
week, received three approaches from 
suitable organisations in the area and I 
would like to thank Duncan Matthews who 
lives there for his assistance in this matter. 
Sue Maunder, our membership secretary, 
has maintained her links with you and 
willingly undertaken a number of tasks 
including the provision of the necessary 
paperwork for this meeting and collating 
responses for this eveningôs annual dinner. 
In a moment she will propose that the 
annual subscriptions to this Society should 
rise by five pounds.  It is a tribute to our 
treasurer, Stephen Thomas, who has kept 
a strict eye on the finances of this Society 
for over twenty years, that the subscription 
has not increased at all during that time.  
We have long passed the time when the 
subscription covered the costs of printing 
and posting the journal and newsletter to 
the membership.  As great deal of the 
subsidy has been provided by Vernon 
Baldry who has skilfully handled the 
Societyôs publications.  His work has 
enabled this Society to publish and re-
publish a wide range of books on its 
interests.  This work also makes a 
significant contribution to the educational 
obligations of our charity status. 
Vernon has been assisted in the 

marketing of our publications by Tor Mark 
Press and many books are sold by the 
Society through the assistance of volunteer 
members who man our fine yellow display 
tent. 
The new tent has been a great success 
and the Society has broadened its interests 
by attending a wider range of events.  It is 
likely, following our success at Godolphin 
last summer that we shall seek to attend 
more events of a Cornish cultural nature.  
For instance, it is intended to attend the 
Launceston Rugby Clubôs twenty-fifth 
annual steam rally next Sunday and 
Monday.  We will be pleased to see you 
there and details can be obtained from our 
tentmaster who, you will not be surprised to 
know, is Kingsley Rickard again.  
Our internal publications take the form of 
the learned journal and the regular 
newsletter.  Our thanks are again due to 
the efforts of Owen Baker and Colin 
French. 
Last year I mentioned the Friends of King 
Edward Mine.  I am pleased to say that this 
group has had its inaugural meeting, 
approved its carefully prepared constitution 
and has a growing membership. This 
Society is represented on its board by Sue 
Maunder and myself.  Its objective is to 
fund and undertake good works on behalf 
of King Edward Mine, something it has 
already started.  There is a display board 
on show and its secretary Sid Geake, with 
be pleased to answer any questions.  He 
will be even more pleased to welcome new 
members. 
As I stand here, year after year, and 
speak of the duties willingly undertaken by 
a relatively small band of volunteers I am 
conscious that they have all grown a year 
older each time.  I repeat Kingsleyôs words 
that those involved in the operation of this 
important Society are óstretched to the 
limitô.  We all have other lives to live and 
many other responsibilities; that is why our 
secretary cannot be with us today. There 
are many things we do not do as well as we 
would like and there are projects we would 
like to undertake but cannot.  I look forward 
to seeing some new names in the 
chairmanôs report next year. 
I have not told you all that has happened 
in your Society over the past year or paid 



12 

In addition to BigStuff07, the European 
Federation of Associations of Industrial and 
Technical Heritage, E-FAITH, is holding its 
second conference 16 ï 17th November this 
year at Kortrijk and Zwevegem (Belgium). 
The first conference was in October of last 
year and it was a great success. Watch 
www.e-faith.org for programme details. 

 
P.M.H. 
 
 
óMap Kernowô, Son of Cornwall, is an 
eight metre tall statue to commemorate the 
Cornish miners who dominated copper 
mining in Kapunda, South Australia, since 

the town was created in 1843.  The statue 
stood in the town since 1988 until a year 
ago when it was burnt down.  It has now 
been recreated by the original sculptor.  

 
Members are invited to a lecture on 
October 26th 2007 presented by the 
Historical Association entitled ñStriking it 
Rich? The California Gold Rush 1849ò by 
Prof. Margaret Walsh of Nottingham 
University. The venue is the Council 
Chamber, County Hall, Truro at 7pm. 

sufficient tribute to those who have done 
the work.  It is a measure of the activities 
and influence of this Society that this report 
is so long. 

 
Thank you. 
 
Philip M Hosken 
Chairman 
19th May 2007. 
 
The Society members have received an 
invitation to attend an international 
conference known as BigStuff 2007 on the 
preservation and interaction with large 
objects and infrastructure of industry and 
technology. 
The conference will be held in the English 
language on the 11th to 14th September 
2007 in Bochum and Dortmund.  There will 
be pre-conference excursions on the 9th 
and 10th September.  The organisers are 
associated with the Deutsches Bergbau-
Museum Bochum 
The conference concerns mighty items 
such as blast furnaces and head gear.  

Two members represented this Society at 
the inaugural E-FAITH conference in 
Hasselt in Belgium last year and had the 
opportunity to see the colossal IA at the 
coal mine.  These very impressive items of 
IA provided lifelong memories! 
The BigStuff07 invitation is in the form of 
a full A4 page with five attachments.  These 
include an English text eleven page 
newsletter on the event, accommodation 
details and so on.  Members wishing to 
know more about the conference or just 
wanting to read all about it should either go 
to www.bigstuff07.net or contact our 
wandering curator by e-mail at 
curator@trevithick-society.org.uk for the full 
details.  Just put BigStuff07 into the Subject 
box and everything will be forwarded. 
Please let Pete Joseph know if you intend 
to make your own way to the Ruhr so that 
we may know who to expect there. 

 
P.M.H. 
 

MINING STATUE RE-ERECTED 

IA, THE óBIG STUFFô 

E-FAITH 

FORTHCOMING LECTURE 
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You will note, elsewhere in this newsletter, 
that the Society attended the recent steam 
fair at Launceston.  This reveals our wish to 
re-establish our presence in eastern 
Cornwall; something that has not been 
easy without a representative located on 
the territory.  We appreciate that we are 
likely to make more progress by allying 
ourselves with existing organisations in the 
area that are sympathetic to our 
aspirations.  We thank John L Rapson and 
Duncan Matthews for approaching people 
on our behalf and look forward to meetings 
in the near future. 

 
P.M.H. 
 

The Society had a call from Tamsin Daniel 
the Museums and  Regeneration Officer for 
Penwith District Council to enquire if we 
could help with advice and restoration of 
the machinery in the famous pottery started 
by Bernard Leach.  The writer visited the 
site to find that restoration was well under 
way and there was the usual water, mud, 
scaffolding and apparent chaos everywhere 
as you would expact on a building site. 
There are two mixers on site, these are 
very similar to bakerôs dough mixers, a 
glaze mixer and a pugmill. The machines 
would appear to be in working order, but 
with no power at the time could not be 
tested. It was agreed with Tamsin that we 
would publicise the need for someone to 
take on this interesting project. At the next 
Society meeting the announcement was 
made to members and David Key of St.Ives  
took up the challenge. David is now 
meeting Tamsin to discuss the way forward 
and we wish him well with the project. 
David would appreciate another volunteer 
to assist and to give moral support, so 
come along folks ring the chatline 01209 
716811 and support the Society. 

 
K.J.T.R. 
After maintaining the same subscription 

for no less than twenty-two years, members 
at the recent AGM voted to increase the 
individual subscription to the Society from 
Ã15.00 to Ã20.00 per annum, starting in the 
next financial year. The family subscription 
will increase from Ã18.00 to Ã25.00.  
Members will not need to be told of the 
increases in printing and postage costs 
alone that have arisen over the years. It is a 
tribute to diligent attention of our 
parsimonious treasurer that the 
subscription has not risen earlier.  
The next newsletter will contain a form to 
enable you to change your subscription rate 
and payment method to direct debit.  
The price of a litre of petrol, which we are 
told is good value and an excellent indicator 
of changing values, was 37.8p in 1987!  

 
P.M.H. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Army Spec. 
Richard K 
Trevithick, 20, of Gaines, Michigan, son of 
Richard Trevithick, was killed in April when 
a roadside bomb exploded near his vehicle 
in Balad, Iraq. 

 
P.M.H. 

SOCIETY IN EAST CORNWALL 

LEACH POTTERY, ST IVES 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

KILLED IN IRAQ 
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Trevithick Day was a truly wonderful and 
highly successful day in every respect. The 
sun shone, the breeze was warm and the 
crowds turned out in their tens of 
thousands. It is estimated that a record 
35,000 people filled the streets. 
At 6-45am the now familiar yellow tent 
was delivered to Basset Road, Camborne 
ready for action on our allotted patch for the 
day. Ere long George Wilson and Phil 
Hosken arrived to erect the tent and lay out 
our stall for what turned out to be an 
exceptionally good days trading. We took 
the opportunity to launch the Societyôs new 
sweatshirts having received them just two 
days previously. Like Henry Ford we offer 
the choice of black! These shirts look quite 
smart with the Society enginehouse logo 
with the words ñTrevithick Societyò in gold 
around it in circular form. These are priced 
at Ã12-00 in sizes ñMò, ñLò and ñXLò. To help 
you decide on a size, and, those of you 
who know Kingsleyôs portly Cornish frame, 
an ñLò is a very nice fit. 
For the Puffing Devil crew the day started 
in the car park of the Kerrier District Council 
offices, where the locomotive had been 
parked overnight. She was lit just before 
seven oôclock, and by luck the breeze was 
blowing in just 
the right 
direction, 
straight into the 
firebox, creating 
such a draught 
that the fire soon 
literally began to 
roar as the coal 
efficiently 
burned. As soon 
as the required 
steam pressure 
was reached, 
final checks 
were made and 
the crew 
clambered on 
board and off 
she went. She 
was driven out 
into the streets 

amongst the early morning traffic ready to 
join the line of traction engines in Basset 
Street, next to the Society tent. 
Once parked, the Puffing Devil  was 
operated in stationary mode to the delight 
of the large crowd that constantly streamed 
past to view the multitude of attractions 
staged throughout the town. The engine 
was  undoubtedly the most photographed 
exhibit on show.  
It took a good hour to prepare the Puffing 
Devil for the afternoon parade of steam 
engines. We needed to ensure that as we 
left to join the parade the boiler was 3/4 full 
with water, the fire was well stoked with a 
deep layer of chunky coal, the grate was 
clear ensuring a good airflow, and the 
steam pressure was high enough for the 
journey. 
As the Puffing Devil left Basset Street and 
turned the corner to face the church there 
was a huge cheer from the crowd, 
reminiscent of the roar from the Recreation 
Ground when Camborneôs Second Team, 
the Pirates, score a try. 
All the way round the crowd clapped and 
cheered the engine as it passed. 
At the bottom of Camborne Hill we had to 
wait whilst the long tail of traction engines 
cleared Basset Street, giving a clear run for 
the parade of engines. This gave us a 
chance to restore the steam pressure that 

TREVITHICK DAY 
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had been lost during the first part of the 
journey. 
When all was ready, and the Marshals 
gave the signal, the lead engine went 
ahead óup Camborne Hillô to ensure the 
path was clear for us to follow. Once clear, 
the Puffing Devil began its journey along 
the long incline, building up momentum to 
face the steepest part of the hill at then 
end.  All the way the crowd clapped and 
cheered and this reached a crescendo as 
the engine puffed its way over the brow of 
Camborne Hill and emerged into 
Commercial Street. It was a glorious burst 
of applause from an appreciative public. 
Next the crowd had a truly magnificent 
parade of traction engines to enjoy, all 
looking resplendent with there polished 
brass-work gleaming in the sunshine. 
The crew consisted of Colin French, Sean 
Oliver, Mark Rivron, Tom Rowan, and John 
Woodward and the engine was shepherded 
around the route by Arthur Young and John 
Sawle, who walked briskly alongside. 
At the end of the day we quietly drove 
back through the town to the Kerrier District 
Council Offices car park, where the engine 
was loaded onto its trailer and made ready 
for its appearance at King Edward Mine 
Open Day, on the following morning. All in 
all, the day was very long and tiring, but 
was undoubtedly 
a very special 
one, which filled 
each member of 
the crew with an 
immense feeling 
of pride. 
Special thanks 
to all members 
who worked hard 
in the Society 
tent, namely Roy 
Geary,  Phil 
Hosken, Pete 
Joseph, Sue 
Maunder, 
Barbara Tripp 
and George 
Wilson. 

 
The Puffing 
Devil  was one of 
the exhibits in the 

steam section at the Royal Cornwall Show 
again this year. For three very hot, sunny 
and almost windless days it performed 
flawlessly, sat on top of its specially made 
yellow trailer and operated in stationary 
mode. The show enjoyed record crowds 
this year and all day long there was a 

steady flow of visitors past the engine, 
many of whom had never seen it before. 
The crew consisted of: 
 

¶ Thursday: John & Angela Woodward 

¶ Friday: Colin French and Mark Rivron 
with John Sawle keeping an eye on his 
apprentices. 

¶ Saturday: Sean Oliver and Melodie Burn 

ROYAL CORNWALL SHOW 



16 

Representatives of the County Council 
and the seventy organisations that took part 
in putting together the bid for the Cornwall 
& West Devon Mining Landscape World 
Heritage Site met at Cotehele House in 
May to see HRH Prince Charles, The Duke 
of Cornwall, receive the inscription from Dr 
Michtild Rossler, Chief of the Europe & 
North American Section of the World 
Heritage Committee. 
The occasion was the culmination of 
many years of work to secure the approval 
of Unesco for the bid.   
Most importantly, the ceremony marked 
recognition of the contribution to world 
heritage of mining in Cornwall and West 
Devon during the 18th and 19th centuries. 
Prince Charles was presented with a 
photograph of the snow capped Duke of 
Cornwallôs shaft. 

 
P.M.H. 

 

Regeneration at 
Harveyôs Foundry. 



17 

 
This was a special event for this year as it 
was the 25th anniversary of Launceston 
Rugby Club. Three members (PMH, KJTR 
and PJ) manned the Societyôs new tent for 
the two days as an opportunity to sample 
an area of Cornwall not normally reached 
by the Society. The ñexhibition teamò 
arrived at about 9 am on the Sunday 
morning, weather overcast and windy. 
Fortunately the rain never arrived in the 
quantities that had been forecast and the 
tent was erected and display and sale 
items put out in just over an hour. The tent 
enjoyed a good position and the bright 
yellow colour could be seen from the 
groundôs entrance. Although trade was not 
exactly brisk there was a very friendly 
atmosphere and a large number of people 
visited the tent and several went off with 
membership forms. During the afternoon 
our east Cornwall member Steve Docksey 
turned up to help. Unfortunately this 
coincided with a low point in the weather 
and the crowds and there was little for him 
to do but it was good of him to join us. After 
5pm the rally closed for the evening and 
the weary team went off to Launceston in 
search of a cup of 
tea, then dinner 
and other liquid 
refreshment, 
followed by bed. 
On arriving back 
at the rugby ground 
on Monday 
morning the team 
learned of the 
drama of the 
previous evening, 
to which they had 
been oblivious. The 
wind, which had 
been gusty but not 
too strong the 
previous day, had 
greatly increased in 
strength late in the 
evening. Somehow 

it had detached the Velcro panel at the rear 
of the tent and sent it spinning across the 
field. Fortunately the groundôs security team 
had noticed the problem and quickly and 
very efficiently got a rescue team together 
to gather up the tent and other bits and 
pieces and re-erect the tent over 
everything. We are all very grateful to this 
prompt action as, following an hour or so 
drying off the following morning, only one 
book cover had suffered water damage ï 
things could have been much worse. 
Monday was essentially a repeat of 
Sunday however the improved weather 
brought out a larger number of people and 
even more time was spent talking about our 
industrial heritage. All in all this was a 
successful event and we hope to repeat the 
process, except for nearly losing the tent, 
next year. 

LAUNCESTON STEAM RALLY 
27 AND 28 MAY 
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approximately four feet in diameter and it 
will be positioned over the west window of 
the engine house. 
Further excavation around the pumping 
engine house has been carried out, and a 
film crew is to investigate the paranormal 
around the site. Tenders are also being 
sought for the repair of skip shaft roof. 
The extra chapters for John Corinôs book 
óLevant ï A Champion Cornish Mineô have 
been type-set and we eagerly await 
publication. 
During this season one of our most 
experienced guides, David Langsworthy, 
will be conducting extended guided walks 
around the Levant dressing floors. These 
will be on every Wednesday starting at 
1.30pm. No booking is necessary, but 
please register with reception on arrival, 
and remember to wear stout shoes as the 
going is a little uneven.  This is a great 
opportunity to see parts of the mine site 
that we cannot show on a normal tour. 
Admission to Levant and this tour is free to 
all Trevithick Society and National Trust 
members, but please remember to bring 
your membership card with you if you are 
not known to us. 

 
Ron Flaxman    
 
 
 

The whim engine maintenance, boiler 
inspection and service was completed in 
good time before the first public steaming 
of the year at Easter, with the engine, 
Cornish boiler and engine house walls all 
newly painted.  Numbers through the door 
so far this season have been good, and on 
one day during the May half term we had 
500 visitors in one day. It is always our 
desire to give a guided tour to everyone 
that wants one, but with numbers like that it 
is not possible.  The toilet block is now fully 
functional and is proving to be a popular 
addition. 
Experiments are going ahead with the 
external winding drum to secure it to the 
shaft. A variety of different materials to use 
as packing between the drum and the shaft 
have been tried with varying degrees of 
success. Long bolts are substituted for the 
normal ones and with the drum flanges 
horizontal, the lower half is hung from these 
bolts.  Packing can then be put in position 
and then the drum retightened using the 
original bolts.  This exercise has been 
carried out several times and now takes no 
longer than two hours to complete. 
A working model of a Bull engine has 
been donated to us, and after a few 
modifications it is now running alongside 
the model of the Man-Engine. Compressed 
air is a problem at Levant. The twelth-scale 
beam engine takes large amounts of 
compressed air to drive it, but this robs 
the electric winder of its power to lift the 
post brake. Consequently we can usually 
only run one machine at a time.  A 
generous offer has been made for the 
supply of a screw compressor at a good 
price, and this will give an increased 
volume of air and also be substantially 
quieter. 
The level indicator taken by the scrap 
man in 1935 is now being reproduced. 
With the lack of knowledge as to how the 
original was driven, one of our volunteers 
has constructed a method of driving the 
dial in either direction from the gab-gear 
under the floor. Work is now progressing 
on the dial, hands and level number 
plates. When completed the dial will be 

LEVANT REPORT 
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are interested in joining please contact the 
Secretary Sid Geake, either at Elm 
Cottage, Middle Row, Ashton, Helston 
TR13 9RX, or at 
sidgeake@geake.eclipse.co.uk. He will be 
only too glad to discuss the Friends with 
you and even more glad to accept your 
subscriptions. 

 
S.G. 
 
The Society is sad to record the loss of 

member Ken Peerless of Ponsanooth, 
Redruth. In spite of advancing years and 
mobility problems Ken had a very active 
brain took a great interest in Society affairs 
and greatly enjoyed receiving his newsletter 
and journal. A couple of years ago the 
Society was offered a Ruston engine that 
worked at Tordown Quarry, Blisland and 
could scarcely contain himself when offered 
a visit to the site, as, for a number of years, 
Ken had been the keeper of a similar 
engine ñupcountryò. He would have been in 
his element had we been able to move it, 
but sadly we have nowhere to 
accommodate it so it currently continues to 
sit in its shed at the quarry. I am sure Ken 
will still watch over it from on high. 

 
K.J.T.R.  
 
 
The latest edition of Collections Link News 
is now available at   

www.collectionslink.org.uk/
news/002842.html.  It is published by MDA 
which formerly stood for 'Museum 
Documentation Association'.  Look at their 
home page at www.mda.org.uk . 
The Collections website includes the 
Scottish Museums Councilôs Collections 
Assessment Tool at: http://
www.collectionslink.org.uk/
conserve_objects/cat developed to assist 
organisations with their heritage collections.  

 

The inaugural meeting of the Friends of 
King Edward Mine was held on Monday 
23rd April 2007, at 19:30 in the historic 
survey office at King Edward Mine. 
Vernon Baldry acted as chairman for the 
initial part of the meeting. This discussed 
the draft constitution of the Friends, copies 
of which were available for inspection. 
There was a discussion on this draft and 
with two minor amendments the 
constitution was approved unanimously. 
The question of the Management 
Committee of the Friends was then tackled 
and the following were elected 
unanimously: - 

 
Chairman   Stephen Polglase 
Vice Chairman  Philip Hosken 
Hon Treasurer  Lincoln James 
Hon Secretary   Sid Geake 
Committee members: - 
   Richard Williams 
   John Beale 
   Sue Maunder 
 
At this stage Vernon handed the 
chairmanship of the meeting over to 
Stephen. 
There was then a discussion about the 
relevant annual subscriptions to the 
Friends. It was proposed that a subscription 
of Ã15 should apply for a Friend, and Ã50 
apply for a Patron. The constitution as 
agreed allows for an individual to become 
either a Friend or a Patron and likewise any 
formally constituted association, society, 
school, college, company or business can 
apply to become either a Friend or a 
Patron. These subscription levels were 
accepted unanimously. It has been 
suggested to the Carn Brea Mining Society 
and the Trevithick Society that a nominal 
subscription of Ã1 a member shall be made 
to the Friends to cover the Associate 
membership category. The Carn Brea 
Mining Society has accepted this. The 
Trevithick Society are still considering this 
proposal. 
Membership of the Friends is now open to 
all interested parties, monies raised will be 
spent wholly at King Edward Mine. If you 

FRIENDS OF KING EDWARD MINE 

KEN PEERLESS 

COLLECTIONS LINK 
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condition but much damage has been done 
to the site, particularly the flue and cham-
bers, during the past few decades and 
there seems little likelihood that any reme-
dial work will be carried out. From here the 
group walked across to Hawkeôs engine 
house where Kenneth Brown spoke of the 
history of the house and the unfortunate 
end of the engine at the hands of US engi-
neers during WWII. Following lunch in the 
sun at the Fox and Hounds at Scorrier the 
party moved on to Poldice Mine. A good 
deal of conservation work has been carried 
out here at the hands of the Poldice Valley 
Trust although this has resulted in a large 
amount of steel fencing being erected 
around various features. The two calciners 
here were compared and contrasted with 
those at Wheal Peevor. Sadly there was 
insufficient time for a detailed look at the 
mine and the party retreated to Camborne 
for tea and biscuits and a change of 
clothes. 
As is usual with AGMs held in the west of 
the county, the meeting at the Lowenac 
Hotel was well-attended, there being 42 
members present including the President 
and eight Council members. The annual 

The Societyôs 2007 AGM weekend took 
place over the 18th-20th May with field trips 
in the Camborne-Redruth area.  
The weekend started at 2pm on the after-
noon of Friday the 18th at Wheal Peevor 
where 28 members turned out to be guided 
around the site, still undergoing conserva-
tion work, by Kenneth Brown. Kenneth went 
into some detail regarding the engines and 
houses and discussions took place regard-
ing the work which had been carried out. 
The walk finished to the west of the engine 
houses at the two calciners.  
On Saturday 40 members met at Wheal 
Busy; the original intention had been to 
walk from here to Magorôs engine houses to 
the south, then west along the bottom of 
Killifreth Wood, returning via Hawkeôs 
Shaft. Unfortunately the middle part had to 
be abandoned owing to time considera-
tions. Kingsley Rickard showed the group 
around the calciners, giving him an oppor-
tunity to do two of his favourite things: talk 
and talk about arsenic. The Brunton cal-
ciner there is still in a comparatively good 

Kingsley Rickard talking about the Wheal Busy calciners)  

2007 AGM REPORT 
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meal was even better attended, there being 
45 people present, the last leaving the hotel 
at about 10.30 pm. Personally speaking, 
the vegetarian option was probably the best 
I have had at an AGM. 
On Sunday, 28 members met at King Ed-
ward Mine. After a brief tour around the site 
the group moved on to Marshallôs engine 
houses (part of South Condurrow Mine) 
following a brief stop at the remains of 
Gooldôs engine house, nearly opposite the 
entrance to KEM. The two engine houses 
at Marshallôs Shaft have recently been 
cleaned of vegetation and some conserva-
tion work carried out to the buildings and 
the area around the shaft. The shaft is now 
marked by a rectangle of timber railway 
sleepers however the position is inaccurate 
as it is to one side of the centre line of the 
engine house, too askew for the pump rods 
too have worked! The work around the 
shaft collar has greatly disturbed the 
ground and this has resulted in a good deal 
of wild flowers, notably poppies, flowering 
here. The group returned to KEM via Gren-
ville New Stamps. The group split into two 
here, one with Kenneth at the rear of the 
house and the other, no doubt enjoying the 
view, at the front of the house on the fly-
wheel loadings with Kingsley. This is one of 
the more interesting engine houses in the 
area and is a Scheduled Ancient Monu-
ment, rather than just a Listed building. 
Weather-wise this was one of the more 
successful AGM weekends in recent years 
with sun on all three days. It was originally 
planned to hold the AGM in east Cornwall 
however owing to the general business of 
the two principal organisers (KJTR and PJ) 
it was decided that the Camborne-Redruth 
area would be easier to arrange. Hopefully 
east Cornwall will be next yearôs destina-
tion. 
Thanks to the Badger family for getting 
me to KEM on the Sunday and to Ron Flax-
man for the return trip home. 

 
Pete Joseph 

Open day followed Trevithick Day and, 
although it was another fine sunny day a 
brisk breeze had blown up overnight. The 
Societyôs tent now housing the stand for the 
Friends of King Edward, the Helston 
Railway Society and the Troon Village 
Association was in the car park as was a 
marquee to house the Helston School Jazz 
Band, an ice cream van and a fast food 
outlet, and, of course, the Puffing Devil. An 
excellent selection of various transport 
exhibits were in the field ï several vintage 
cars, lorries, motor bikes, tractors and 
stationary engines including Ben Ralphôs 
beautifully restored stationary steam 
engine.  We even had a steam roller call in 
to visit us for a short while. One unusual 
sight in the field was a large boat, 
fortunately it was on member Rod. 
Thompsonôs old lorry. This yearôs Pasty 
Race attracted just two teams and was won 
by Portreath Lifesaving Club, the prize 
being thirty six pints of Skinners ñBetty 
Stoggsò bitter and visit to the brewery. The 
race was started by Cllr. Graeme Hicks and 
the prizes were presented by the Mayor of 
Camborne Cllr. Charles Bickford. Other 
attractions on offer were a display of 
Cornish dancing by local group Ros Keltek, 
Mark Kaczmarek with his popular mining 
talk and displays of Meccano, model 
railways and tapestry work in the Survey 
Office. As usual the Californian stamps, 
Sulzer engine, Holman winder and the mill 
machinery were working at intervals. The 
shop also very busy  providing for those in 
need of retail therapy. During the afternoon 
we had a visit by the local M.P. Julia 
Goldsworthy whom the writer escorted on a 
tour of the site. She was quite surprised at 
the work that had been achieved and 
offered any help within her power for the 
future. 

 
K.J.T.R. 

KING EDWARD OPEN DAY 
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build their works in 1890 a quarter of a mile 
inland from Port Cornaa on the islandôs 
east coast. In spite of its name this idyllic 
spot has no facilities and has a natural 
pebble bar built up at the mouth of a small 
stream although a few small fishing boats 
worked out of there at one time. Bellite 
started to build their works in 1890 and 
used shuttered concrete, at that time quite 
a new innovation. Unfortunately the Manx 
government took exception to Belliteôs 
presence and Her Majestyôs Inspector of 
Explosives was unhappy about various 
aspects of the site. This led to legal 
arguments and Bellite pulled out after only 
a few months leaving the works partially 
built. They transferred to Withnell, 
Lancashire and eventually had a successful 
business there. Today the Port Cornaa site 
is peculiar to view as roughly one third of 
the walls were constructed, much of them 
to full height, but nothing was roofed and 
the plinth for one piece of machinery was 
installed. Most of the rest of the walls have 
their footings in situ but nothing above 
surface. Interestingly the quality of the 
concrete in the walls deteriorated with 
height. The published articles on the works 
contain references to a canal to connect the 

Last August when the Society was 
represented at the Manx celebrations for 
the return of the Gawnôs Wheel, now Lady 
Evelyn, as reported in newsletter 133, our 
President and explosives guru drew our 
attention to a disused explosives works just 
south of Ramsey on the island. The party 
paid a quick visit there and resolved to 
return and investigate, hence March 13th. 
2007 saw Bryan Earl, Pete Joseph and the 
writer wending their way to Bristol Airport to 
fly to Ronaldsway, Isle of Man. The superb 
accommodation of Patsy Quirk at Laxey 
had been booked and I am sure we all 
came home a stone heavier after Patsyôs 
cooking! The site of the works was just a 
fifteen minute drive north of Laxey on the 
east coast of the island and Patsy kindly 
offered to be taxi driver on the visits. 
Various pieces have been published on the 
works, but as we found out, none by 
anyone with a knowledge of industrial 
history. The explosives company, Bellite 
Ltd. was a Swedish concern and started to 

OVERSEAS JOBS The President relaxing on the trip back  
from the Isle of Man. 

This feature had previously been interpreted as a 
culvert; in fact it is part of an underfloor ventilation 

system for dust control. 
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the packing rooms of the plant. 
We know a steam engine was 
planned but no loading 
installed and a water wheel 
was also to be installed. It was 
interesting to see the holes 
cast in all doorways to take 
wooden plugs to eventually fix 
door frames and the many 
holes in the walls left by the 
rotting of the distance pieces 
used for the shuttering. In the 
corridor intended to run the 
length of the works a number 
of doorways were sited and 
square holes were cast in 
above them all at the same 
position at each location 
leading us to assume they 
were to accommodate 
lineshafting or pipework. The 
site is surprisingly large and 

would have been an extensive plant in its 
time. It is intended to produce a full report 
once research is complete. This will 
enhance the industrial history of the island 
as we will have deposited a copy with the 
local record office. A further visit is planned 
2007/8 
Our thanks go to the staff of the Manx 
Record Office at Douglas who attended our 
constant requests and questions with great 
courtesy. A special thank you goes to Patsy 
Quirk of Laxey for looking after us so well 
with constant tea, packed lunches, using 
her car as a taxi, introducing us to the right 
locals and for not throwing a wobbly when 
we broke her spade! We happened to be 
there over Mothering Sunday so a tram trip 
to Ramsey satisfied the Presidentôs urge to 
use this form travel and allowed us to 
purchase a bouquet of flowers which we 
presented to Patsy as she had been such a 
good mum to us. She was also given the 
dubious reward of a kiss from the writer!  
Ladies requiring this reward at Society 
meetings please form an orderly queue!   

 
K.J.T.R. 
 
Some time ago a resident of the Channel 
Island of Sark, David Synnott, contacted 
the society asking about Sarkôs Hope Mine. 
The upshot of this enquiry was that we 

works the short distance to the sea and to a 
tunnel under the works for possible cooling 
water or even to feed the canal. We 
checked out the lie of the ground for these 
claims but nothing made sense so we spent 
a day at the Manx Record Office at Douglas 
which helped us to some extent. 
Examination of the stream passing the site 
showed no attempt at canalisation plus we 
also felt that the water flow was insufficient. 
Below the works the sides of the stream 
have been protected by gabions and so 
removing any possible evidence. We did, 
however,  find a reference to railway lines 
having been landed at Port Cornaa and 
evidence at the seaward end indicates 
possible early preparations for a railway 
connection to the works and given the date 
of 1890 this makes sense as the canal age 
had certainly passed by then. We then 
turned our attention to the tunnel under the 
site, all constructed in shuttered concrete. 
The orientation of the tunnel, and its 
design, did not indicate its use for a water 
flow. The last hundred years has seen large 
trees take root and we found the tunnel 
blocked by extensive collapses caused by 
root growth. When surveying the adjacent 
buildings we had noted apertures at the 
base of the walls and we later realised that 
the tunnel was possibly a vacuum tunnel to 
extract air containing explosive dust from 

The age of the works can be shown 
by the >60 year-old tree growing in the interior. 
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were asked to visit to assess and survey 
the site and David and his wife Susan 
would kindly accommodate us. 
Consequently the 28th. March saw Pete 
Joseph, Allen Buckley and wife Sonia with 
the writer depart Camborne at 3-15am due 
to unsocial departure times from Exeter 
Airport bound for Guernsey. A five hour 
wait for the Sark Ferry at St. Peter Port 
gave time for a visit to the Candie Museum 
where we were shown a silver lead rock 
sample from the mine ï interesting and 
pretty, but certainly not commercial! A pub 
lunch and a brief look at the town followed 
before the eight mile sea trip to Sark. 
Readers may know there are no cars on 
the island so transport is by horse and 
carriage, bicycle or Shankôs pony. We were 
to be billeted on Little Sark, some two and 
three quarter miles away in the most 
southerly property on the island, and just a 
few hundred yards from the mine site. A 
carriage was laid on and we rode across 
Great Sark as far as La Coupee, the 
spectacular causeway across to Little Sark, 

which is deemed too dangerous for 
passengers to ride over, indeed, even 
cyclists have to dismount. Having walked 
across La Coupee we regained the carriage 
and continued to La Sablonnerie from 
whence we walked the last few hundred 
yards to ñThe Barracksò, Susan and Davidôs 
home. This property has been 
sympathetically converted from six miners 
cottages and has stunning sea views to 
Guernsey, Jersey and France. 
Introductions done and with no time to 
waste we immediately started work with our 
host taking us on a tour of the mine site. He 
had done some research which he passed 
to us, but on his own admission he was no 
industrial archaeologist and did not 
understand many of the terms he had come 
across nor did he understand the ñlumps 
and bumpsò of the site. 
Interest in the Sark copper and silver lead 
deposit started in 1834 with Cornishmen 
being brought in the following year. A 
number of typical Cornish names are found 
in the census including a Capt. Vivian. The 
mine was relatively short lived seemingly 
stopping work in 1846. A well preserved 
smelter is still extant along with one of the 
best examples of a hand capstan pit and 
rope trench I have ever seen and which 
was dug out by Sonia and Allen. Some 
remains of the pumping engine house are 
extant adjacent to a huge shaft, some 80 
fathoms below adit and a twin boiler house 
with an exquisite brick lined flue to a valley 
side stack. It is believed that much of the 
engine house including all of the bob wall 
was robbed to build the current harbour on 
Big Sark at Le Creux. Other loadings are 
partly visible, possibly a winder or crusher 
next to a possible boiler house. This 
building has been altered but a flue to a 
stack up the valley side is still extant. 
Beside these ruins a large cave has been 
excavated into the valley side. The purpose 
and age of this remarkably dry cave has yet 
to be decided. We have learnt that at one 
time it was used for wine storage. Perhaps 
it was for what appears to be Sarkôs 
standard tipple, sloe gin. Further down the 
valley is a set of buildings the locals call 
ñthe officesò but the uses are difficult to 
determine. An assay house could form part 
of this. The walls of these buildings are still 

SOJOURN TO SARK 

Sark's Hope engine house from the north-east; 
the excavation for the boiler house can be seen 

below the engine house.  
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virtually full height and contain good 
examples of what is common in the 
Channel Isles, coursed stone walling. At the 
bottom of the valley are the tell-tale signs of 
what was a quay and it would appear that a 
short steep tramway was installed, 
however, no indication of the haulage 
method is evident. Many questions are still 
unanswered. Where was the dressing 
floor? Why was the shaft collar so large? 
Due to the layout of the buildings there was 
no obvious way to take the puffing engine 
boilers in. There was no evidence of a 
balance mechanism on the pump and we 
have not found evidence of a blacksmithôs 
shop. 
Unfortunately the site, other than the quay 
area, is very overgrown with mainly 
bramble and thorn making access very 
difficult. During the summer, with the 
permission of the land owner it is hoped to 
clear a number of areas and dig some 
investigatory pits in areas we have 
suggested. This will probably mean a return 
visit to answer the questions posed above. 
Oh dear! Itôs a tough life! We then hope to 
produce a detailed report. 

The first two days we were there were fine 
but then the Sark weather let us down as 
the next two were decidedly wet but due to 
time constraints we continued to work, with 
our hosts valiantly drying out our kit 
overnight.  
Saturday evening saw us at the main hall 
on the island to perform a public 
presentation organised by La Societe 
Sercquiaise with a dinner afterwards. The 
writer opened the proceedings on the 
subject of Cornwallôs engineering history, 
followed by Allen Buckley on mining at 
Sarkôs Hope and Pete Joseph bringing up 
the rear with a powerpoint presentation on 
the mine buildings with our findings and 
thoughts. We had an audience in excess of 
eighty souls which was quite gratifying. On 
the point of the engineering the locals found 
it difficult to believe that the Cornish landed 
boilers and other heavy kit at the site of the 
mine. They argued that the seas did not 
allow such access but were eventually 
convinced when told firstly that the Cornish 
were not phased by the sea and secondly 
there was no way large pieces of 
equipment could have been moved across 
the island as no carts existed that could 
carry the weights involved, and this was 
coupled with the difficulty of crossing La 
Coupee.  
The Sunday, our last full day on the 
island, turned out dry, sunny and very 
windy and we went over to Big Sark to view 
an old towermill of 1571 vintage and used 
to grind the flour for the island. The mill is in 
Sark stone with lintels in pink Jersey granite 
and was originally built to a height of seven 
metres. Arson in 1797 caused the mill to be 
modernised and heightened by two metres. 
Prior to WW2 the roof was of the onion 
variety and thatched. The machinery is 
largely intact and has been restored under 
the direction of Richard Axton, late of 
Cambridge University, now a Sark resident 
and living next door to the mill. During the 
Second World War the German occupation 
forces threw down the cap of the mill with 
its two tonne cast iron windshaft, installed a 
concrete roof, and then used the building 
as a lookout. The wooden sails have not 
survived but the metalwork sits outside the 
mill. Following the visit to the mill Richard 
then took us to the Museum run by the La 

Roasting furnace (or possible smelter) 
seen from the north.  
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Princes of the Working Valley, the Day 
and Night book of two Dolcoath Mine 
Captains, by Allen Buckley, 136pp. 16 
illustrations, glossary of terms, 
bibliography. Truran, ISBN  13 978-185022
-209-5 Ã9.99. 
This book is a detailed analysis of the way 
of life and traditions of the West of England 
miners.  Using the notesðday shift to night 
shiftðleft by two mine Captains to each 
other, the author has made a study of how 
attitudes were developed by the mining 
community to operate the Cornish and 
Devonian mines. The West of England 
mine ñCaptainò was a well experienced 
miner who directed the mining operations. 
From these notes there is laid out an 
examination that is a major contribution to 
the understanding of how this great 
Industryôs human component functioned. 
Previous books have given some insight 
into the human story, such as Hamilton 
Jenkinôs The Cornish Miner (Unwin, 1948). 
Another particularly valuable contribution is 
L. Simoninôs Mines & Miners, (translated by 
H. W. Bristow, Mackenzie 1868): in this 
comparisons are made of the character of 
the miners in the different parts of the 
world: France, Germany, Cornwall, etc.; 
Simonin notes that each had particular 
traditions. 
Tradition is an important part in the 
conduct of human affairsðUniversities, the 
Armed Forces, etc., and for miners. In the 
case of the West of England these 
traditions date back to the dawn of history 
and evolved to guide the working of both 
the tin streamers and underground miners. 
They can be seen to be the framework for a 
way of life that enabled the particular 
problems faced by the miners and their 
families to be overcome. 
Here it is shown that the West of England 
traditions do not embrace the swords and 
uniforms of the Continental miner, nor the 
coal minersô parade banners and yard stick 
of the British Pit Deputy, all of which fitted 
the particular needs of these branches of 
industry. Instead, there was a set of 
attitudes that enabled the development of 
mining in the particularly harsh conditions 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Societe Sercquiaise which covers all 
aspects of the islands story, and is run by 
volunteers, something we can well identify 
with!  Our next port of call was La 
Seigneurie, for tea with Diana and Michael 
Beaumont. Michael is the Seigneur, the 
Ruler of Sark, the smallest independently 
governed island in Europe. La Seigneurie is 
a rambling ediface, and has been the home 
of the Siegneurs of Sark since 1730 having 
been built on the site of an earlier 
monastery. The current Seigneur inherited 
the title in 1974 from his Grandmother, the 
redoubtable Dame Sybil Hathaway. Upon 
leaving La Seigneurie we walked back to 
Little Sark (no carriages on Sundays on 
Sark unless you are journeying to or from 
church) to visit the home of the Perree 
family, the owners of the Sarkôs Hope Mine 
site and where the language of the house is 
still Sercqais, the local patois. We had a 
wonderful welcome there with more tea, 
scones and cream and buns, all home 
cooked, followed by the obligatory sloe gin. 
(Perhaps itôs a good job there are no 
vehicles on the island!) 
Sadly the next morning we had to say our 
goodbyes. Our luggage was collected by 
tractor in time for the 11am ferry and we 
journeyed across the island for the last time 
by carriage on a sunny but blustery day. 
Our thanks goes to the people of Sark, 
especially Susan and David Synnott, for 
their wonderful welcome. 

 
K.J.T.R. 
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of the geology and lode-stuff of the region; 
a notable feature was the individuality of 
the miners and their families. 
The author obviously has a great 
sympathy for his subject. The fact that he is 
part of the situation himself shines through: 
this will be most apparent to those who 
have been part of the West of England 
mining world. 
The illustrations include plans and 
sections of the Dolcoath Mine covered by 
the two Captains; also facsimile 
reproductions of pages from the day and 
night book showing the strong, clear writing 
of the men, photographs of some of the 
individuals mentioned in the book and a 
few of their houses to help support the text. 
An added section of the book is an 
interesting review of the charactersð
miners and bal maidensðmentioned in the 
journal and how they relate to each other. 
There is also a short glossary of dialect and 
mining terms and Bibliography. 
This is a book for those not just interested 
in all types of mining but for the social 
scientists who wish to study how a society 
has evolved an outlook to overcome very 
testing conditions. 

 
BE 
 
Painting a Mine with Light; a pictorial 
history of Wheal Jane a Cornish Tin Mine 
by John Peck. ISBN 0 9552557 0 8. 
Price:Ã6.95. 64 pages, 86 illustrations (both 
mono, colour and 2 aerial photographs), 
paperback. 
John Peck, a professional photographer, 
was employed by Wheal Jane over a 20 
year period to record many aspects of the 
life of the mine both above and below 
ground, from the scene of accidents, to the 
operation of trial equipment, to key, and 
sometimes dramatic, moments in the 
mineôs history. In consequence he has 
amassed an unique collection of excellent 
photographs from which he was able to 
select a representative sample to provide a 
pictorial history of the mine. 
In this quest, he has evidently chosen to 
illustrate aspects of modern mining that are 
little covered elsewhere, as well as provide 
a broad overview of the machinery in use, 
and to record some of the key historical 

events. Thus the topics covered include 
shaft sinking in Clemowôs shaft, raise 
boring, stoping, mineral processing, 
refurbishing the County Adit, the crises in 
1978 and 1986, and some photographs of 
old workings in East Wheal Jane and 
United Mines. 
Most of the photographs depict men and 
machinery and many were taken in testing 
and difficult conditions both for the 
photographer and his camera equipment. 
Such is the evocative quality of the 
photographs that it is apparent how wet 
Wheal Jane was, or, in places, how 
oppressive was the heat and humidity. In 
this respect the colour photographs give a 
sense of the way the ochreous and very 
acidic slimes coated every available 
surface and tested the durability of all 
mining equipment.  
Some of the photographs are obviously 
posed, however, in many the miners were 
too busy or would not stop, as stoppages 
cost them money. This made for better 
photographs as they give a truer depiction 
of the relentless pace of drilling, blasting, 
mucking out and  tramming. 
Wheal Jane died a premature death in 
1991 and this book provides a rare glimpse 
into the workings of modern mine and gives 
a very good pictorial record of the 
conditions experienced deep underground,  
the sheer scale of the excavations and the 
huge tonnages of rock that had to be 
brought to grass to be processed by the 
mill (3.9 million tonnes in this more recent 
operation). The photographs are worthy of 
the authors skill with a camera and the 
explanatory text both easily understood and 
informative. In addition there is a useful 
plan showing a section through the mine 
and a glossary, which includes some of the 
more modern mining terms. 
Painting a Mine with Light can be 
obtained from bookshops or via the website 
www.johnpeckhandson.co.uk. 

 
CNF 
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Jul. 2nd  - 14th  -  Cornwall Centre, Redruth 
Holman Exhibition. 
 
Jul. 20th  - Members Evening 
 
Jul. 21st - Field Trip 
Lee Moor China Clay Works 
 
Aug. 7th - Sep. 1st - Cornwall Centre, Redruth 
Extractive Industries of Cornwall Exhibition. 

Meetings are held in the Lecture Theatre,  
Opie Building, Cornwall College at 7pm. 


